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Its powers and control are slowly slipping away, and that makes the monster even more dangerous.

We are referring to the world domination exercised by US capitalism. An essential part of this 
domination is access to and control over oil supplies. How else to ship goods all around the world, run 
a domestic transport and energy system, and run a military (the last being no small matter by any 
means)?

Access to oil (and also natural gas) is also threatened by the diminished world resources of traditional 
supplies. This is the reason for increased reliance on deepwater oil, hydraulic fracturing (fracking), 
mining of tar sands research into use of methane crystals. None of these provides the same bang for the 
buck – the same amount of energy that can be used for energy expanded in capturing them – but the 
other options are disappearing.

One of the few regions of the world which still hold large amounts of traditional oil deposits is still the 
Middle East, so control over that region is increasingly important. And that control by US capitalism is 
slipping away. Standing against US capitalist control is the axis of Russian capitalism, and allied with 
them, Iranian and Syrian capitalism. 

That is what all the talk about Iran supposedly getting a nuclear 
weapon is all about. That is what the talk about Assad having 
used chemical weapons is about. In fact, according to several 
reports1 the chemical weapons came from Prince Bandar bin 
Sultan of Saudi Arabia and were used by his proxies – al Nusra – 
in Syria. 

A US attack on Assad would be just as much in defense of the 
Syrian people was was similar attacks on Qadaffi in Libya. In 
that case, US forces utilized “double taps” on neighborhoods and 
areas known to support the regime. This is a method used to kill 

civilians, in which houses or installations are bombed and then a minute or two later a second bombing 
is carried out. The idea is to kill any people who rush in to rescue the victims of the first bombing. 

Today (Sept. 6), the Wall St. Journal reports that the Obama administration has overheard the Iranian 
regime giving orders to attack US targets (possibly US embassies) if Obama orders an attack on Syria. 
This, then, would most likely lead to US attacks on Iran itself. While this and the implications of this 
are never discussed in the popular media here, it seems entirely possible that that is part of the real goal 
in the first place. It could be asked why, in that case, they don't just manufacture evidence that Iran has 
nuclear weapons and then attack them. But we must remember the embarrassment about not finding 
any “weapons of mass destruction” in Iraq. An attack on Iran and a possible toppling of that regime by 
the US military could subsequently lead to a similar future embarrassment.

Another article in today's Wall St. Journal discusses the breakdown in personal relations between 
Obama and Putin. It implies that the breakdown is due to personal issues that Putin has, which stem 
from the fact that he was picked on as a child. It's not clear whether this sort of stupidity on the part of 

1http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2013/09/04/letter-prince-behind-attacks  ,
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the WSJ is due to their having been taken over by Murdoch and company, or whether this is part of a 
coming propaganda offensive aimed at the US public as tensions between US and Russian capitalism 
increase. But in any case, Russian capitalism can not allow US capitalism to continue to run rampant 
throughout the region. In fact, some have called Syria Russia's Israel, meaning that Syria's defense is as 
important to Russia as the defense of Israel is to the US.

A military attack on Syria would not be popular in the US. However, unless it directly affects the lives 
of most people here, the protest against it is unlikely to reach the proportions that it did during the 
Vietnam War, for instance. One proviso: Such an attack could lead to a massive increase in oil prices 
and, therefore, in the price of gas here in the US. If that were to happen, then things could change.  
Already, for instance, there seems to be a slight increase in strikes and other on-the-job struggles – that 
is, a slight increase in militancy. A sharp increase in living costs (through increased gas prices) could 
escalate that.

Maybe the dominant wings of the US capitalist class are starting to have second thoughts, especially 
with Russia sending war ships into the region. Maybe they will allow the US congress not to pass that 
authorization and Obama will have second thoughts about bombing anyhow. That is to say, maybe this 
is the retreat that US capitalism will arrange. But in any case, we see what a capitalist future holds for 
us, no matter under which regime.

It ain't pretty.
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